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Reported Speech 

When we report somebody’s words, we o=en have to change the verb forms. 
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DIRECT SPEECH REPORTED SPEECH
Present Simple 
‘I want a new bike’

Past Simple 
‘She said (that) she wanted a new bike.

Present Perfect 
‘They’ve never told anyone’

Past Perfect 
‘He said (that) they had never told 
anyone’

Past Simple 
‘They spent the night in a police cell’

Past perfect 
‘You told me (that) they had spent the 
night in a police cell’

Will 
‘They will give us a book to read’

Would 
‘You told us (that) they would give us a 
book to read’

Can 
‘I can help him.’

Could 
She said (that) she could help him.’
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• We o=en have to change other words too, such as pronouns and Sme references. 
I will show you the false passports tomorrow 
He said he would show me the false passports the next day. 
• We don’t need to change the verb forms if the situaSon is sSll true at the Sme of reporSng, or is imaginary. 
My name is Sophia 
She said that her name is Sophia. 

1. Complete the police officer’s report. 

The police received a mysterious phone message: ‘Hello. My name is Mike. I live on Greenwood Road. I saw 
some strange men going into the house next door. They looked very suspicious. I haven’t seen them here before. 
I don’t want to cause any trouble, but I think they might be spies. I can’t remember  anything else. I’ll call you if I 
see them again.  
The police officer reported the message to the chief inspector: 
‘Good morning chief. This morning we received a message from a man. He told us that his name ___was___ 
Mike and that he ___________ on Greenwood Road. He said he ___________ some strange men going into the 
house next door. He said they ___________ very suspicious and that he ___________ them there before. He told 
us that he ___________ to cause any trouble, but he ___________ they might be spies. He said that he  
___________ anything else but he ___________ us if he ___________ them again.’ 

2. Complete the reported statements. Remember pronouns and Xme references. 

a. MarSn: ‘Shelley was here yesterday.’ 
MarSn said that Shelley HAD BEEN THERE THE DAY BEFORE. 
b. Jake: ‘I saw this film a week ago.’ 
Jake told me ______________________________________________________. 
c. Vicky: ‘I’m not sure what Sme I’ll finish work this evening.’ 
Vicky told me ______________________________________________________. 
d. Sam: ‘We haven’t seen the film yet, but the reviews were very good.’ 
Sam told me that they ______________________________________________________. 
e. Jasmin: ‘Keira will call you tomorrow.’ 
Jasmin said that Keira  ______________________________________________________. 
f. Ellen: ‘Maria can’t come to the concert’ 
Ellen said that Maria ______________________________________________________. 

• Estimado apoderado, si tiene alguna duda, puede comunicarse al correo del profesor Richard Valenzuela Parra. 
• Correo: rvalenzuela@soceduc.cl

                          


